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Figure 1 : Key to the components of the awareness structure for each category 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2 : Awareness structure for Category 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3 : Awareness structures for Category 2 
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Figure 4 : Awareness structures for Category 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 5 : Awareness structures for Category 4 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 6 : Awareness structures for Category 5 
 
 
 
3a Sound 
methodology 
3 The design of the research project 
3b Innovation 3a Sound methodology 
3 The design of the research project 
3b Innovation 
4 Outcomes for the  
technology end user  
4a Empowerment  4b Magnitude of influence 
4c Significance to the user 
4 Outcomes for the  
technology end user  
4a Empowerment  4b Magnitude of influence 
4c Significance to the user 
5 Solving real-world 
problems 
5a Commonly 
accepted 
problems 
5b Timely solutions 
5c Applied 
outcomes 
5 Solving real-world 
problems 
5a Commonly 
accepted 
problems 
5b Timely solutions 
5c Applied 
outcomes 
Constituting the Significance and Value of Research: views from the IT research community. 
Bruce, Pham and Stoodley. 
Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane, Australia 
 __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
CONSTITUTING THE SIGNIFICANCE AND VALUE OF RESEARCH PROJECTS Submitted Figures 
and Tables - revised.doc 
 3 15 April 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 7 : Outcome space – Academic Researchers 
 
Sound 
methodology 
Category 3 
The design of the 
research project 
Innovation 
Empowerment  
Magnitude of 
influence 
Significance to the user 
Category 4 
Outcomes for the technology end user 
Category 5 
Solving real-world problems 
Commonly accepted 
problems 
Applied outcomes 
Timely solutions 
Category 2 
Research currency 
Professional interest 
Category 1 
Personal goals 
Professional gain 
Constituting the Significance and Value of Research: views from the IT research community. 
Bruce, Pham and Stoodley. 
Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane, Australia 
 __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
CONSTITUTING THE SIGNIFICANCE AND VALUE OF RESEARCH PROJECTS Submitted Figures 
and Tables - revised.doc 
 4 15 April 2011 
 
Category 2  
Commercial goals 
External 
operations 
Internal 
operations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 8 : Outcome space – Industry Researchers 
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Table I :  Participant profile 
 
Gender Age Sub-discipline Research experience 
 M F <30 31-40 41-50 51+ CS IS DC IM Other St Ear Exp Other 
A 8 3 4 2 1 4 4 3 3 1 0 3 1 7 0 
I 4 3 1 3 2 1 1 1 0 2 3 0 1 1 5 
Key to abbreviations 
A = Academic researchers; I = Industry researchers 
Sub-discipline: CS = Computer Science, IS = Information Systems, DC = Data 
Communications, IM = Information Management. 
Research experience: St = Student, Ear = Early Career, Exp = Experienced. 
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Table II :  Critical elements in constituting the significance and value of IT research 
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